As early as 1897, Davenport found that human spermatozoa would survive freezing to \m=-\17\s=deg\ C, but little progress in the freeze-preservation of spermatozoa was made until 1949 when Polge, Smith & Parkes reported that the use of glycerol made possible the revival of motility in fowl spermatozoa kept at \m=-\79\s=deg\C for long periods of time. Later, freeze-preservation of the semen ofseveral animals became a routine procedure (see Sherman, 1964 
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